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Coast Guard Roles/Responsibilities for 

Marine Debris
The Coast Guard is one of many supporting agencies to 
NOAA’s lead role. 

As a supporting agency, the Coast Guard may assist a Federal, 
State or Local agency to perform any activity for which USCG 
personnel and facilities are especially qualified.

The Coast Guard will notify the public of hazardous marine 
debris reported by Coast Guard units and the marine 
community.

Broadcast Notice to Mariners (BNMs)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
33 USC 1951 et seq. - Establishes a Marine Debris Program within NOAA to conduct research, monitoring, prevention and reduction activities.   Requires CG to maintain a voluntary reporting program so that mariners can report damage to vessels and disruption to navigation caused by marine debris.  Also requires that the CG take action to monitor, enforce, improve implementation of and reduce MARPOL Annex V violations (Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships).For the purpose of the Agency Assistance statute (14 USC 141(a)), manpower augmentation or the lack of a given entity to perform a mission does not in and of itself make the Coast Guard “especially qualified” to assist an agency pursuant to this authority.USCG resources may be available to perform functions that assist NOAA (e.g. surveillance overflights).USCG resources are not normally involved in debris cleanup or removal.



Coast Guard Roles/Responsibilities for 

Marine Debris
The Coast Guard has the authority and 
responsibility to act when there is

A hazard to navigation.

Pollution or threat of pollution from oil or hazardous 
materials.
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Presentation Notes
Coast Guard Authorities:Hazards to navigation. 14 USC 88(a)(4) allows the Coast Guard to destroy at sea derelict vessels that are hazards to navigation.  The Coast Guard [destroyed] a derelict vessel off of Baranof Is in Alaska under this authority. Such action may not be appropriate in all circumstances. 33 CFR 72.01 directs the Coast Guard to provide “Broadcast Notice to Mariners” information concerning safety of navigation. Marine Pollution. 33 USC 1321 authorizes the Coast Guard to respond to oil discharges or substantial threats of discharge in the navigable waters of the U.S.  33 USC 2701 allows the Coast Guard to access the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund in response to spills on the navigable waters of the U.S.  The EPA has shared responsibilities for pollution incidents. Under Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) (42 USC 9604) the Coast Guard is authorized to act, consistent with the National Contingency Plan, when a hazardous substance is released, or there is the substantial threat of release, into the environment.Large pollution responses are conducted under the Area Contingency Plan with interagency coordination through the Incident/Unified Command and the Regional Response Team.Marine vessel salvage operations are complex.  People who want to engage in vessel salvage operations should determine their legal rights, and contact the Coast Guard Captain of the Port before proceeding with any salvage work.



Discovery or Notification of Oil or 
Hazardous Substance

Report a discharge of oil or hazardous substance to the 
National Response Center.

National Response Center
1-800-424-8802
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Call the National Response Center or the Coast Guard
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